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ACC OUNT 


INJURIOUS PROCEEDINGS 
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Sir George Jeffreys K*|| 


Late KOO of LONDON, 


AGAINST 


Franas Smith, Bookſeller, 


WITH HIS 


ARBITRARY CARRIAGE 


TOWARDS THE 


GRANDJURY: 
A G UTL D-H A L L, Sept. 16. 1680. 
Upon an Indiament then Exhibited againſt the ſaid 
FRANCIS SMITH, 


For Publiſhing a Pretended L1B EL, Entituled, 
An Act of Common-Council fo2 Retrenching the Expences of the Lord Mayor 
and Sheriffs of the City of LOND O N, &c. 


TOGETHER WITH 


An ABSTRACT of very many former Loſſes, and Publick Sufferings | 


Suſtained by Him both in his PE RSO N and ES TA TE. 


—— 


Humbly Submitted to the Conſideration of all True ENGL1 SH- MEN. 
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LONDON, Printed for FRANCIS SMITH, at the Elephant a 
Caſtle in CORNHIL near the RoYatExCHANGE. 
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To the Right Honourable, and my very good Lord, w 

Anthony Aſhly Cooper, 
Earl of SHAF TSBURY, &c. 

MT LORD, 

S Unthankfulneſs is deſervedly reckon'd both by 
Chriſtians and Heathens a Sin of thedeepeſt Die, 
ſo nothing gives a greater luſtre. tro Noble Perſo- 

anda Wy "art thoſe Acts of Grace & Goodneſs which they 

_ extend to their Inferiors needing their help and ſuccour, 

And I having in many caſes experienc d Your Lord- 
ſhips Kindneſs towards Me and my Family ; I cannot, 
(without incurring the gualt of the former,) but make 
my thankful acknowledgments to Your Honour asany 
Occaſion offers it ſelf; And therefore could not omit 
this Duty at this time, when I am making Publick an 
Abſtract of my Sufferings : In many of which I have 
been much helped through Your Lordſhips Goodneſs, 
as May appear in this ſhort Narrative, - 

. Animy Good Lord, I am under alſo deep Obliga- 
tions ,o Your Honour, not only upon my Private and 
»1ingle account, but as lama poor Proteſtant Member 
of this languiſhing Nation; being (with all Exgliſh-men 
that are truly ſuch,) deeply oblig'd to Your Lordſhips 
Wiſdom, Courage and Sedulity for all the Publick 
Benefi ts we enjoy or hope for, as1s ſufficiently manifeſt 
to all Men, except thoſe that are profeſt or ſecret Ene- 
mies nfo their Countrey , who have ſo Induſtricuſly 
ſought Your Lordſhips Deſtruction : Whom God of 
his great Mercy to.Your Self,./and the whole Proteſtant 
*People of ENGLAND.) Preſerve fora further Bleſſing; 
So prays He, who is 4n-the deepeſt ſenſe of Your ma- 


nifolc. Favours, My Lord, 
Your Moſt Thankful, and Humble S ervant, 


FRANCIS SMITH' 


p 


| : - : | Rk 

| To My ever to be Efteem'd, and Juſt Friends, 

' Mr. William Yearth, Mr. Richard Humphreys, Mr. Samuel Lamotr, Mr. 
Elias Beſt, M-Adcary Stepheds, Mr. Thomas Stephenſon, Mr. Thomas 
Fox, My. John Beare, Mr. Nicholas Godwin, Mr. William Meakins, 
My.Ifaxc Jackſon; 1Mr. Heary Rogers, My.Francis Sowersby, Mr. John 
Barker, Mr John Lloyd, Mr. William Huſley and My. William Brown, 
late Grand-Jurers for the great City of LoND ON. 

WorTiay C1iTIZENS, 


XA 7 Hers | call ro mind the many grievous Oppreſoions 
that have befallen me, by malitions Informations, 
and Unjuſt Proceedings, whereof 1 preſent You here 
a ſhort: Narrative; And withall, how | haye ſeen other 
Men and their Families (in a proſperous way of Irying,) 
'Raind, and brought to Poverty, by either the Inconſ;- 
rateneſs, or Cowmardiſe of Jurors, who have hearken'd 
moze to the Dittates of the Bench, than to the Reaſon 
and; N atnre of the (aſe before them. I cannot but ex- 
ceedingly Admire the good Providence of the Almighty 
towards Me, in calling You to the Office of Grand In- 
queſt for the City of LoND 0N, at that time Whey the 
Indictment (hereto annexed) was Prefer d againſt Me ; 
You IT fay, whom neither Subtile Suggeſtions, W heed- 
ling Speeches, '207 lowd and often-repeated Reproach- 
es and Threats could work pon, to draw Ton afide from 
the true Fudgement of Your own (onſciences. For no 
Man can Reaſonably impute T our Verditt and Conftancy 
to any other Gauiſe : T am ſure I had no Previons Ac- 
quaintante, or Intere in any one of Ton, Which might 
in the leaſt byas your Aﬀettions towards Me, And the 
IndiQtment Was draWh with ſo much Slight and Cnuning, 
That if Yonr Wiſdom and Integfity had 'not prevented, 
(71 not finding, the Bill,Y)- I conld' 07 but expect that any 
Inferior Fury Would find me Guilty, and I ſhould have been 
deliver d np to the Fierce Ambition of a male-content 
Judge : So that I do indeed ow to You (next under God) 
the Preſervation of Me, and my Family from Bondage 
and Miſery : For which, I, and mine ſhall be ever oblig d 
fo praiſe God; And ſo praying for all Your Proſperities, 1 
heartily ſabſcribe my) ſelf. 5 Your Thankful Servant, 
| FRANCIS SMITH. 
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Francis Smith , Bookſeller, 8c, 
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York 
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N Arguſt laft 1680. A ſmall Book was Publiſhed, Entituled , 
WS An AT of Common-Conncil, formerly made, ( and not ſince 
WS repcalcd,) for Retrenching the Expences of the Lord Mayor, 
and Sheriffs ; with Ten Reaſons, for putting the ſaid AR in 
preſent Execution; For which Publication, 1was Bound over 
to the Sefſons of-Peace, held at Grild-Hall, London, on the 

| —_— Eight day of Seprember following z Where one of the ſaid 

oh Books, ( with this Annexed Bill of Indictment, ) was 
preſented to the*/Grand Jury , held for the City of Loudon, | 


London, II. Emorandum, That at a General Owarter Seffions of the Peace, of 
a our Lord the King, held for the City of London, at the Guild- 
Hall of the ſame City, and within the ſame City, on Wedneſday, viz. the 8th, 
day of September, in the 32. year of the Reign of our Lord Charles the. Second, 
by the Grace of God of Eugland, Scotland, France and Ireland, King Defender of the 
Faith, &c. Before Robert Clayton Knt. L5yd Mayor of the City of London, Six Thomas 
Allen Knt. and Bart. Sir George Waterman Knt. Aldermen of the City aforcſaid; 
and others t 1cir Aﬀſociates, Juſtices of our ſaid Lord the King, for the keeping of 
the Pcace of |the City aforeſaid 3 alſo for the Perpetrating, Hearing and Determi- 
ning divers eloxies, Tranſgreſſions, and other Treſpaſſes within the ſaid City done. 
A certain Þ.1 of Jadi&ment, againſt one Frahcis Smith , late of London Beok- 
ſeler ; Therypnd there Exhibited, to William Tearth, Richard Humfreys, Samuel 
Lamott, 7 Beft, Henry Stephens , Thamas Stepbenſon, Thomas Fox, John Beare, 

Nicholas Godwin, William Meakings, Iſaac Fackson, Henry Rogers, Francis Sowerby, 

Jobn Barker, -Fobn Lloyd, William Huſſey, and William Browne, Jurozs, then and 

there appearing, Impannelled and-Sworw, to enquire for our ſaid Lord the King, 
and the Body of the City aforclaid; by which returned Jury, was thus endorſed 

C Ignszamis , ) which ſaid Bill followeth in theſe Words, viz. , 


: | {Lendon, 


— 


London, ff, T, 


PE JZurozs foz our Lozd the King upon their Daths, pzeſenc, 
that Francis Smith, late of London Bookſ(cllor, being a Man 
Scditious and Pernicious, Plotting and intending the Peace, 


"and Common Franquility of this Kingdom, to Diſturb, and Diſcord Differences, 


Scandalous, aud Scditious Sentences, in theſe Englith wozvs 


and Ill Will, amongſt the Citizens, and Inhabitants of the City of London, to ſtir 
up, Provoke, and Procure 3 Alſo the Mayoz, Aldermen, and Sheriffs of the Citp 
of London, now in beeing, and the Bayoz, Aldermen, and Sheriffs of the Cicy 
of London, foz the time paſt in great Ddjium Concempt,and baſe accompt to bzing; 
the ſame Francis Smith, the 17th. day of Auguſtin the Keign of our Doveraign Lozd, 
Charles the Decond, by the Grace of God, of England, Scotland, France and Ireland, 
King, Defender of the Faith, &c. The two and Thirtieth at London, viz. Jn the 
Pariſh of St. Michacl Corahil , in the Ward of Cornhil, London, afozeſaid, with 
Force and Arms, &c, Unlawfully, Wickedly, Malitiouſly, Scandaloufly, and Se- 
ditiouſty, Printed, and cauſed to be Printed, a certain Malitious, Scandalous, and 
Seditious Book, of and concerning the Erpences of the Lozd Mayo2s, Aldermen, 
and Sheriff of the City afozeſaid, in their Youſes, in the time of their ſeveral 
Officesz Entituled, An Ac of Cemmon. Council of the City of London, ( made 
in the firſtand ſecond years of the Reign of Philip and Mary, ) foc Retrenching of the 
Expences of the Lord Mayor and Sheriffs, &c, Publifhed with Additional Reaſons 
for patting the ſaid A& in preſent Execution, ! audinow offeced to- the Coulide- 
ration of all gvsd Citizens, by ſome Well-wtſhers of the pzeſent and future 
P2oſperity of the ſais City. Pzeſented to my Lozd MPayoz, Aldermen, and 
Sberiffs. Jn which Book by the ſatd Francis Smith, then ſo as afozeſaid ; Ye 
Publiſhed, Printed, and cauſed ts be Printed; the ſame Francis Smith, then and 
there, viz. the day.and year befoze mentioned , at the Pariſh and Ward afoze- 
ſaid, Miſchievouſly , Unlawfully , Wickedly, Maliciouſly, Scandaloufly,- any Se- 
ditiouſly Printed, made kuown openly, and Publiſhed, Miſchiceouſly, y _— 
7 Z. 
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' A S by this A& you my obſerve, that our Predeceſſors taking notice, that 'the 

Extravagancies of Mayors and Sheriffs, cauſed (as they ſay, ) almoſt all good 
Citizens to flic, and refuſe the ſervices fo to prevent that Miſchief in the facare, 
they limited them in their living to the Method dire&ed by this A. - And if 


when little was Spent beſides the growth of our own Country, Beer and Alebeing 


then their Drink, they thought it their Wiſdom to ſet botinds to Luxurious 
Prcofuſenefs, there is much more reaſon for it now, when Debauchery is come to 
that height, chat the fifth part of the Charge of a Shrievalty is in Wine, the 
growth of another Country. And when Fealis, hardly heard of in former times, 
are xiſen to that Excels, as would be ſcandalous to mention, as thoſe called the 
Chequer and Spitil: Feaſts, the firſt cofting in Wine betwixt Seventy and: Eighty 
Pounds3 and the latter, after the pretended Service of God in hearing a Ser- 
mon , cofis above Three Hundred Pounds to each Sheriff. And though much 
after this rate is the reſt of the Year ſpent; yee when the Example of this A is 
urged for laying alide theſe finful Feaſts, and reducing the reft unto this Patrern, 


which is a wholſom Law; ſome, who ſhould ſee to the putting it in execution, 
will 


.+no 7 


(33. 


v. | 96 hear of itz and poſlibly, becauſe they would have others be as pro- 
ful: as themſelves have been, though there are theſe Reaſons for a Reformation 


herein. þ : 
And thefe Miſchievons, Malicious, and Seditions Sentences, in theſe Engliſh words 


followjog,: vis. » 0 14S. 0 TEES: - £ P_.. 

Becauſc nothing can tepd more to-the Advancement of any City or Country, 
than the having wife and *good Magiſtrates; And that fo long as the great ex- 
pence of Shrievaltics continue, the City muſt, (as this A& ſuggeſts, ) have an Eye 
to Wealth, more than Parts'or Vertue, in the Choice of their Sheriffs ; And that 
ſuch as their Sheriffs are, , ſuch will the Court of Aldermen be: And therefore 
as neceſſary. for the good Government of this great City, the charge of Shreval- 
ties ought to be reduced: to. ſuch an Order and Mcthed, as may be an Encou- 
ragement to Men of more Honeſty, then Riches to ſerve the Place. 

And theſe Miſchievous, Malicious, Scandalow, and Seditious Sentences, in theſe 
Engliſh \woxds following, vis. + = | NEW E > 7 

No Man hath reaſon ro beexpenfive in his Shrievalty 3 becauſe though the Court 
of Aldermen hath a Rule for ſupplying, (as any diec,) theix.vacant places out of thoſe 
that have ſerved Sheriffs, yet they make their Ele&ion to depend upon the uncertain, 
humour of their Court, thereby fruſtrating( when they pleaſe all) Compenſation for 
the Expence and Drudgery of a Shrievalty, as lately appeared in their Choice of Sir 
Simon Lewis, one of their preſent Sheriffs, rejeQing ' Sir Themas Stamp, who had 
ſcrved the Place ſeveral years before with good approbation, and was preſentcd to 
them by the Ward he lives in as a deſerving Perſon. And whereas each Ward when 
they want an Alderman, do preſent two Commoners to the Court, for them to 
chuſe one 3 the Ward of Baſiſhaw, to the end that Sir Thomas might unavoidably be 
choſen, Joyned the younger, ( and not the elder) Sheriff with him, not thinking 
that an old Sheriff would be baulked, ro chuſe one that had not (ſerved his Year 3 
and yet notwithſtanding, the Court by their Prerogative paſſed by Six Thomar, to 
the diſappointing of the Ward that fent him. And this Example, is, (I ſuppoſe) 
a good reaſon for Sheritf in the future not to ſpend more in their Shrievalties than 


is neceſſary, when their Reward is fo uncertain. O 
And theſe Miſchievous, Malicious, Scandalous, and Seditions Sentences, in theſe 


Engliſh words following, vis. | 
Debauchery in this Expence is a Sin before God, and were it known, would be a 
ſcandal in the ſight of Man 3 as appears. in that of Three thouſand Pounds Expence 
in all manner of ways, above Five hundred Pounds is in Wine 3 when a Lord, or 
Gentleman, that formerly lived at the rate of Ten or Twelve thoufand Pounds 
per Annxm, did not, as is well known ( but thirty years ago) ſpend an hundred 
Pounds in Wine. | | 
Zo the great Scandal and Contempt of our ſaid Lozd the King, to ths 
- great Rep2oach and Scandal of the Authozity of the Mayoz, Aldermen, any 
Sheriffs, of the City afozeſaidz 'to the great Diffurbance of the Peace of onr 


ſaid Lozd the King, [to the Evil Cxample of others in the like Caſe offen- 


ding - and againſt the Peace of the laid Lozd the King , his Crown and 
Dignity, &c. 


[GNORAMUS, WaGSTAFFE, 


The 


{IF 
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The Grand Jury having taken this Sacred Oath, 
hereunto annexe | in theſe words. 


T OU ſhall Diligently Inquire, and true Preſentment make of all ſuch 
Things and Matters, as ſhall be given you in Charge, or (hall come 
to your a p=# , concerning this preſent ſervice; The Kings Council, 
your fellows, and your own, you ſhall well and truly keep Secret; you ſhall 
preſent nothing for Malice, or Evil Will that you bear to any Perſon ; 
Neither ſhall you leave any thing Unpreſented, for Favour nor AfrGion, 
Reward, or any hopes thereof, But in things that hall concern this preſent 
Service , Tou ſhall preſent the Truth, the whole Truth, ad nothing 
but the Truth, according to your beſt Skill and Knowledge, fo Help 
you God. 


He Grand Jury having taken this Sacred Oath, judged themſelves under a 
Religious obligation, well to deliberate both upon the Book and the IndiQ- 
ment; and finding the Book (to the belt of their skill and knowledge,) of no other 
tendency, but to encourage ſuch as were vertuous, to take upon them the Go- 
vernment of the City of Loudon, with ſuch good Husbandry, and ſobex Mc- 
thods, as might neither diſhonour God, by exceſs in Feaſtings, nor yet ruine 
their own Families. 

And finding a Bill of Jadi&ment brought againſt me at the ſame time, for Pub- 
ſhing tbe ſaid Book 3 charging it with the odious names, of a Malitions, Scar= 
dalous, and Seditious Book, and my (elf as Printer and Publiſher, with the like 
Monſirous Titles, of being a Man Perniczous, Stditions, Plotiing and intcading 
the Peace and common Tranquility of this Kingdom, to difturb, and with 
force and Arms, Unlawfully, Wickedly, Maliciouſly, and Seditionſly, to Print and 
Publiſh the (aid Book. 

Did all with one unanimous voice agree, that they could pot in their Conſci- 
ence bring it in any otherwiſe then Tgnoremus, and (o threw it out, 

This Seſſions of Peace being that diy Adjourn'd, till the 26th. day of the (ame 
Month. The Jury then had .the Bill brought them in again, with their 1gnora- 
mus ſcraped ont, as the Jury fince have declared; upon which they examined the 
Officer (who was Witnels to the Bill, ) - whether he would Swear that he be- 
lieved in his Conſcience Mr. Smith did Print and Publiſh this Book, Maliciouſly, 
and Sedicioufly, with an Intent to diſturb the Peace of our Lord the King in this 
City, to which the Officer replied, He durft not Swear that for his Life 3 upon 
this they unanimouſly agreed to write Ignoramws again upon the Bill, and fo re- 
turned it. 

Ufon which Sir George Fefferies then Recorder was much in Enraged, and gave 
the Jury many hard words, rcfufing to accept their Verdict, and returned them a- 
gain the third tim:, with the ſaid Bill, But they (in their Conſcience, ſeeing 
no reaſon to alter their Verdict,) returned the Bil] again Igyoramus, 

Upon which Sir George Jefferies Vilitied and Reproached the Grand Jury very 
ſhamefully in the open Court 3 upbraiding them with calling the Wicues to 
' repeat the Evidence over again , and then commanded a clear Barr, ſaying, God 
bleſs me from ſuch Jury Men, I will ſce the Face of every one of them, and let o- 

thers 


= 
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thers ſe tht11 11107, further adding, 1 will hear 'them repeat every Man'of ther, 
their own icn- of this Bill, thus expoting them to all pothble concempr; [y- 


The Barr bcing thus cleared, and the Grand Jury of ſubſtantial Citizens thus 


expoſed, as 1f they had been a pack of Men, void of HoneRy and Conſcience. 

Then. the Clerk of the Peace according to Sir George Fefferies Command, calls 
every Mar. by name, and asked them whether Francis Smith 'was Guilty of the 
Bill brought bcfore them againlt him, or not Guiity * Upon which every Man, 
one by one, being Seventcen in Number, returned Igneramus.  * | 
' Upon this Sir George Fefferies in a moſt Arbitrary manner, told the Jury they 
were upon their Oaths, and'had gone contrary, which was their Sin. ot Perjury, 
Blaſphemonſly 3 ſayinig , It was Impoſſible ſor God from Heaven to Pardon their 
Perjury. | | ' 

But the Jury perlifted in their Verdid, and gave no Refledtion, _ 

Six George bcing thus enraged. that he could not bend the Jury from their Juſi 
and Honc(t Verdi, cells out in the Court for Mr. Smith the Perſon Indifed, to 
come inz upon which immediatly T appeared to know Sir George his pleaſure; 


, who replyes, Mr. Smith you bave the Countenance of an Ingenious Perſon, here are 


two Perſons that this Fury have brought ia Ignoramus, beſides your ſelf, and yet they 
are ſo ingenious as to confeſs the Indiftment againſt them; and for their ' Ingenuity they 
ſpall find the Grace and Þ avour of this Court, and 1 cannot think to Fine them little 
efough, They ſhall be Fined but two Pence @ piece for their Ingenuity in Confeſſing. 


Well, come Mr, Smith, follow their examples; you fee what they have done before 

your Face; And let me tcll you, we know mho hath ewned both Printing and Pabliſhing 
this Bock, farmerly z And th:reſore now, ſhew your ſelf as you ſeem to be, an Ingeni- 
ous Perſon, and Confeſs, and try the Grace and Favour of #his Court, and ſhame the 
Jury, that bath hrowght in a Verdift contrary to plain Evidence. 
To this I repiyedz; Sir.” my Ingenuity bath ſufficiently experienced the 'reward of 
your ſeverity already formerly; aud beſides, I know no Law Commands me' to accuſe 
my ſelf ; neither ſhall T, and the Jury have done like trae Engliſhmen , and wor- 
:by Citizcas, and bleſſed be God for ſuch a juſt Jury. 


Fa 


A 


At my reply, Sir George was greatly: Enraged, and although I had been three 


times quitted by the Jury, yet he committed me again to the Keepers of Newgate, 
ſaying, Provide preſently very good Trey for I will aſſure yeu, I will have: ſpecial 
Security for. you, and till then you fhall ſtand Committed* Take him into Cuſtody; 1 
was three hours thus detained in the Cuſtody of one or'more of their Keepers, and 
tinding no remedy or relentings frem hin, was forced to'give. Bail by two reſpon- 
fable Citizens upon their Oaths, as to their Ability z and then Bound us three'in a 
great Sum for rtiy appearance at the next enfuing Seſſhhonsof Peacez and not content 
with that, hc did bind ine to my good Behaviouralſo, _ ro. 4 
Meeting with ſuch ſeverity from Sir George Jefferies, thought it High tice to 


be better prepared againſt the next Seſſions following z and therefore applyed my_ 


ſcIf ro the Clex of the Peace, defiring a Copy of the Bill againſt me, that I 
might adviſe with ſoine Council learned upon it, C being now well ſatished Sir. 
George was reſolved, if poſſible to ruine me, ) The Clerk replyecd it was very large 
and would Coſt me Eight pence per Sheet; ' but it I would have it, it ſhould be Co- 
pycd out in twe days time 3 when accordingly I came, his anfwer was, that Sir 
George J«iffexics the Recorder had forbidden him to let me have-a Copy, and: be durſt 
wot without Sir Georg, s Orger ;, and therefore adviſed me t9 go 'to Sir George him- 
ſelf, and tell bim that I had come to the Clerk for aCopy, and he durft not grant it 
without bis Order, having been forbid by him, after the ſaid Clerk had promiſed 
me, Cp 

C Then 


(5) 

Then I repaired to Sir George day after day, at leaſt ten times; and ſeveral of 
thoſe times two Neighbours with me 3 underſtanding it was by Law my right to 
demand it, paying theit pricc, | 

One day I waited from ten till two of the Clock, beſore I could have any anſwer 
from him, and then his Clerk brought me word, (for he would not ſpeak with me 
himſelf ) that bis Maſter was indiſpoſed, and would ſpeak, with uo body of buſineſs 


that day. | 
The reht day I requeſted a Neighbour to go on my*behalf, ( the Seffions ap. 


proaching, and I Ignorant of the Charge againſt me,) to whom Sir Seorge returned 
anſwer by his Clerk, it was none of bis buſineſs, and I mnſt take the courſe the Law 


;direfed, for a Copy. © 
Then I went to Councel, and was informed that no Subject ought to be denied 


| a Copyof his Indiment, paying for it. 

Upon this I took my next opportunity at the Seſſions held for Newgate in the 
Old Bayly, and there made my appeal to the Lord Chief Juſtice Scroggs, in the 
hearing of Sir George Fefferies; complaining what hard meaſure I had received, 


from him, 
Having waited above 20 times upon him and the Clerk of the Peace, in fruitleſs 


Journeys, for I could not obtain a Copy of my Indi&ment, having been thrice [n- 
difted, and as often acquitted. ; 

The Jury told me in open Court, it was according to Law, that I and every 
Subje& ought to have a Copy of their IndiQment, though brought in Jenoramns; 
. and the reaſon of the Law was, that they might for wrong done thern, ſeck their 
Remedy. 

Sir Goodes replyed, his private Houſe was not 8 Court, and therefore be was not 
to meddle with ordering any ſuch thing there, ( but here it is ts be noted, his pri- 
vate Houſe was a place fit to forbid me a Copy, which is contrary to Law, but 
not a fit place to do the Right he 1s Sworn to between King and Subics ac- 
cording to Law 3) having at lafi by the Judg his Order, obtained a Copy no Icſs 
then 17 Sheets, Charging me to be a Man Seditions and Perniciows, Plotting, and 
Intending the Peace and Common Tranquility of this Kingdom of England, to 
diſturb, and with force and Arms, Unlawfully, Wickedly, Malitiouſly, Scanda- 
loufly, and Seditionſly, to Print and Publifh the AG aforeſaid, 


And all my Crime (if any) 1s but Re-Printing an A& of Common 
Council for Retrenching the Expences of Mayors and Sheriffs , with the 
Addition of Ten Reaſons, why it ſhould be put in preſent Execution ; For 
the encouragement of virtuous Men, to take upon them the Government 
of the City of Loxdor, with ſuch good Husbandry, and Sober Methods, 
as might neither Diſhonour God, by exceſlive Feaſtings; nor yet 
Ruine their own Families. 


Which Book (notwithſtanding Sir George Jefferies Opinion of it, ) 
hath met with a very General Acceptance amongſt ſober Citizens, 
of the beſt Quality; and both himſelf and ſome others, could (if they 
pleaſe) witneſs the ſame; Yet divers ſuch perſons have wondred to 
them, and at them, for what they ſhould be ſo much offended, or in- 
deed why at all; much more, ſo to Harreſs me with multiplied charges 
Seſſions after Seſſions, and with continued reſtraints, and Bail upon 
Bail; and above all, diſtracting my thoughts continually, and waſt- 


ing 


$2 | 
ing my time from my Shop and Trade, to the Imparing of my Lively- 
hood, through ſuch frequent abſence from my Calling, to my damage, 
twenty times more then all the Money I have been forced'to ex. 


pend. 


And at laſt when { ſuitable to Sir George his big Words to me, and 
exaing ſuch high Bail for me, with his Terrifying Procceedings 
againſt the Jury, to the amazement of the ſpeRators, and gratify- 
ing his ambitious humours in contempt, and to the violation of our . 
good Erglifh Laws, ) 1 expected to have been brought to Tryal by the _ 
next Impanneled Jary the laſt Seſſrons. 


Sir George let fall the Proceedings, and brdered me to be acquitted 
by Proclamation; and when I applyed my ſelf fince to him for Re- 
paration 3 his Anſwer is, he knew not of any wrong, or injury he had * 
done me. | 


And when ſince for High Miſdemeanonrs he was ſummoned before 
the Honourable Committee of Parliament, he did ſo much forget himſelf 
and the great duty of a Recorder, as to ſay in the hearing of the 
grand Jury, and my ſelf b, jng there preſent, to that Honourable Commit- 
tee, upon his own defence , that he bad mot ſþ much as Read the 
Book: hk | X 

What not Read the Book, and yet permit and appoint me, (after a 
Grand Jury of Credible Citizens, had acquitted me ) to be Indifed twice 
in one day, and after the ſame Grand Jury had ſo acquitted me three 
times, to treat theme rather likg French Slaves, then free born'Enpliſh 
Men. | ; 

And becauſe I would not follow his Di&ates,againſt Law;and Reaſon, 
and my own Conſcience, to give that worthy Jury all the Lie, by ſay- 
ing I was guilty, to Commit me into the Cuftody of the Keeper of 
Newgate, where I was under reſtraint above three hoursz and after 
that would not diſcharg me, till I had given great Bail; nor then nei- 
ther, without binding me! o my good Hehaviour till the next following 
Sefſuons 5 And all this npor, ave Implicit Faith. 


For the Book he confeſſed he had not Read, rior knew the Cons 
tents of. V3 


From ſuch a Judge and luch a Recower of London, and ſuch 
Judgement, good Lozd deſiver me, and may every true Citizen, an 
Right Engliſh Ban (ay, Amen. | | 


Now 


(8) 


. Now having given this candid account of my trouble and charge, by rea- 
ſon of this Fierce Proſecution of me, for a matter wherein I was juſtified 
by my own Conſcience, wrany (if not all) ingenious Men that confider'd 
it, and even by the Grand Jury of the great City of London, after ſo 
baſe and often Fpeated horrid Treatments of them to the contrary ; in- 
ſomnch that if they had not been Conltant and ReſoJute Men, as well as 
Honeſt, I had ir all likelihood been Ruined with my Family: 


I hope it may not be Grievous to the Reader, if I give ſome ſbort ac- 
count of many former Sufferings, from Men of like Spirit with the Recor- 
der, and the great Damage which my ſelf and Family bave Incurred 
thereby , which I do the rather mention, becauſe I have good grounds to 
believe my caſe is much miſtaken by ſome, | for want of true Infor- 


22 ation. 


In the year 1659, ſoon after Gemeral Monk came to Zordon, un- 
dec the notion of being a diſflatieted Perſon, and a Phanatick, I had 
my Houle frequently Searched for Armes, and. all my Windows (o 
Broaken, that my Lodgers which had yielded me above 50/1. per 
annum, durſt not continue in the Houſe, the Terrors of which Ryo- 
tous Proceeding for two years after, kept my Houſe from Lodgers ; the 
loſs and damage was made apear to the General, above Sixty Pounds, 
from whom I had many friutleſs promiſes of reparation. 


In the year 1660. I was three times a Priſoner inthe Kings Meſſer- 
gers Hands at a Noble a day, about a ſmall Book called 'the /.ords lowd 
call to England; and ſome ſuch little Books, 'to. above fifty pounds 


Charge and Damage. | 


At the time of Venrers Riſing, though many'of my Neighbours 
knew and teſtified , I had kept my Bed and Chamber ſix weeks, yet 
from a falle ſuggeſtion by. a Butcher Woman, and an Hearb Woman, 1g- 
2oromtly, or rather Maliciouſly informed the Multitude of the Jroonfeder-- 
able Rabble then 1n the Streets, as if I were inthe ſaid Verners Riſing, 
and had Armes hid inmy Houle ; upon which 1 was ten times Sgarched 
by that Lawleſs Company, my Goods Torn and Stole, Cheſts, Trunkes 
and Cloſet Doors broke open, and a Carbine put three times to my Breſt 
ts Shoot me; Alt laſt they Halled me for White-Hall,' one tere my Hair, 
another ſtruck, me down by a blow upon my Head, others puſhed me ſo 
much on my Body, that I was not able for ſome time to turn my ſelf 
in my Bed , -had not the Train Bards then 1n St. Clements Church Tard, 
(knowing-my innocency ). reſcued me; I had not in appearance got 
alive to White-Hall; this fore bout coſt me above fifty Pounds. 


6 In 


day of Auguſt, 1661. 
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tion, both to behold and confider te works of God, and alſo to tremble for fear ofif 
ments z but it ſo happened contrary to my expedtation, that the very day it was publiſfed, one 
of his Majeſties Meſſengers came to my ſhop, with a Warraut both'to ſeize the Bod Sand my 


Perſon, and carryed me before the then Secretary of State, where after Examihatio: | 1 was 


committzd to'the Gatehouſe Priſon by this Warrant inſertcd, + T5 


T is His. Majeſties pleaſure that you take into your Cuſtogp the 
| perſon of Francis Smith, Starioner, for having a hand in Printing 
and compileing daagerous Books, and that you keep him loſe Pri 
ſoner till further order from His Majeſty, and for ſo doing, this 
ſhall be your Warrant, - Dated at the Court at YV/itebalkth 1 5th. 


| Edward Nicho. 2s. 
To the Keeper of the Gatehouſe, W eſtminſter, 4 
or his Deputy. | 


Þ 


This word in. my Warrant. Cloſe P;:iſoner, proved a fatal word to me, as many\Ctill living 
can witneſs, ' for the Keeper iniproved it to a Tittle ; there | was truly buried aliveZt being a 
Priſon famous for oppreſſion of poor Priſoners, as many beiides my ſelf can' vtorioully . 
witneſs. | ON: | {5 2M 

For afſoon asI was brought thither, a tern Gaolcr locked me up, and aid, I mulſt not ſee, 
nor have the Liberty ofany Relations to viſit me, without ſpecial. order from the Secretary 
firſt obtained, This lookcd like cold entertainment to one unacquainted with ſuch a condition. 


] 


h 


upon my appearance, care wasf ken, that 7 carried in my hand the Copy of my « 

and preſentcd ittothe Lord C|;ef Juſtice Foſter, who gave paticnt hearing to ik 
plaints, diſdaining the uſage /hayl met with, and told the Keeper, if it ſhould hi” pen before 
my, legal releafe 2 ſhould dye wk uſage, roy ſhould be indifted for his. te. | 


Uh at 


we 


Bm 


At this time to my great amazement, a new Copy of Commitment was produced in Court, 


the contents whereof here followeth. 


Edward Broughton Knight Keeper of the Priſon of our Lord the Ring 
The Priſon of the [| of the Gate-houſe Weltminſter inthe County of Middleſex to the Lord 
G are-houſe Weſt- the King humbly certificth,that before the coming ofthe writt to me directed 
miniter. to this ichedule annexcd, to wit, the fifteenth day of Auguſt. in the year of 
; the reign of our ſaid Lord "the King that now is, @*c. the Thirteenth, 
Francis Smith intac ſaid Vv ritt named, was taken at Weſtminſter in the County of A4;4dleſex, 
and there in the Priſon of our ſaid Lord the King of the Gate-houſe aforcfaid, under my Cuſtody 
detained by virtue of a certain warrant to me directed. The Tenour whereof followeth in theſe 
words 
* Theſe areto will and require you in his Majeſties name, to take into your Cnſtody, and 
<« ſafely keep the body of Francis Smith of London Stationer, for that traiterouſly and ſeditiouſly 
« ke compiled, printed, and publiſhed a treaſonable and ſeditious book, intituled ſeveral prodi- 
« ojes and apparitions ſeen in the Heavens from Auguſt the firſt 1660. to the latter end of 2/ay 
« 1661. Containing a colle&ion of ſeveral former prodigies, miſchievous events thereupon to 
, © Princes, and a forgery of diverſe late falſe and feigned prodigies and impoſtures ofthe ſame 
« kind, prognoſticating thereby the like events to his Majeſtie, and thereby did trayterouſly 
<« and ſcditiouſly inſtill into the hearts of his Zzjeſt:es good Subjedts, a ſuperſtitious belief there- 
& of, and a diſlike and hatred of his Majeſties Perſon and government, and prepared them to 
cc effett a damnable deſign for the deſtruction of his Sacred- Majeſtie, and to introduce a change 
« of the Government eltabhſhed;and for ſo doing, this ſhall be your warrant ; given at our Court 
<« at Whitehall the fifteenth day of Auguſt ; 1661. Edward Nicholas, To the Keeper of the 
<< Priſon of the Gate-houſe Weſtminſter or his Deputy. And this is the cauſe of the taking and de- 
<« taining of the ſaid Francis Smithin the Priſon of our Lord the King, under my Cuſtody, 
<« whoſe body at the day and placc in the ſgid writt contained, I have ready as by the ſaid writt is 
&« commanded me. 


Edward Broughton 
Anizht. 


My Council pleaded they knew nothing of that Copey till now, and gave evidence that the 
Copy / produced was taken from the Clark of the Priſon, for which he had 5 ſhillings; upon 
which 7 was remanded back again to Priſon, till thenext Term following ; and here it may be 
remembred as anaddition to the habit of cruelty attending that Priſon ; the Goaler notwith- 
ſanding (what the Lord Chief 7uſtice Foſter had ſaid to him) forced me to go downinto the 
Dungeon for above Twenty dayes becauſe 7 could not raiſe him Seven pounds towards 
Chamber rent at that inſtant. Then upon renewed complaints and courcelcharge, obtained or- 
der to be taken ont of the Dungeon, and put up Stairs into a Chamber where / was again turned 
out within a week, at $ of the Clock at night, while my poor Wife and twoof my Children 
were cating, and they at that time of the night in the depth of winter, forced to ſeck their Lod- 
gingamoneſt ſtrangers in Turtle-ſtreee Weftminſter, and my ſelf conſtrained to lye upon the bare 
boards in an openentry, where / continued the reſt of my timetill bailed out, being ſeveral 
weeks, ſometimes lying onthe ground; the reſt in a Hammock. 

In this time 7 was ſent for to Whitehall, and in the preſence of a Gentleman of qualtity yet 
living, and ſeveral others, was offzred 100 pounds and preſent diſcharge, but-to declare my 
knowledge (upon an imprecation) of the Authors or Printers of the aforeſaid book. yet rather 
then occaſion hurt to any,gave my ſelf up to their utmoſt diſpleaſure ; and had recourTe to many 
chargable habeas corpuſ *x before 7 could obtain bail. By this impriſonment 7loſt my ſhop, and 
trade for two ycars, to above 300 pounds charge and dammage,towards which 7can truly ſay to 
this day, 7 never had direaly or indirectly to the value of twenty pounds reparation from any 
perſon or perſons whatſoever ; though it hath been often ſuggeſted both by perſons in authority 
and others, that competitors bore me out, which occaſioned my bonds to be aggravated. 


Since that time I have had ten chargable reſtraints in the Kings Meſſengers hands at a noble 
a day,one of which inthe months of «ly and Auguſt I was ſo often and dayly harrafſed too and fro 


by My.” Eſtrang*s order betweenWhitehall and the meſſengers-honſe where I was pciſoner, up- | 


on fruitleſs journeys,neither obtaining bail nor diſcharge for 19 dayes together, that brought 
1 :: me 
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me underſuch a fitt of Sickneſs with a Feavour as reduced me to be diſtratto that degree 
that / was held in my bed by ftrength, the truth of which Mr. DL” Eſtrange may vey well remem- 
ber, for he often both came and ſent, Tbeing in appearance never like|to goe ab, jad again, be- 
ing ſo impaired that my taſt, hearing,and memory are much weakned, to thisday.5 he real charge 
and danmage / ſuſtained by this reſtraint and ſickneſs, in my ſhop and trade one hiindred pounds : 


Will not repair. | 


T he other 9 reſtraints and tedious attendance upon his Majefties Conncil, and Secretaries, 
together with dyct and lodging at Meſſengers houſes, with ch:rges of Council orders and meſ- 
ſengers warrants and fees, colt me above one hundred and twelve pounds. 


Ys don, T be- 


In the year 1565, when the dreadful plague was in the City of I 
of ing in Sur- 


ing then with my Family at my habitation in a ſmall village near D&# 

rey, came part ofthe County Troop, and among other my innocen{Hheighbours 
under the notion of being disafieted perſons, I was carryed before he Lieute- 
nancy ofthat County, who lent me wich two more Priſoners to Wii. {ſor-Caſtle, 
and had nat the good Providence of God ordered it ſo well, that th \t never to 
be forgutten, and worthy Gentleman $ir Thomas Foſter Knight and Juſtice of the 
Peace in the County, beenin my way, -and believing my innocency reſpecting 
the crimes ſuggeſted againſt me. : offerring bimſelt to the. Lord Mordent ther: 
Governour of Windſor-Caſtle, to be bound body for body for me, An impriſon- 
ment there at that rime had in all probability been my ruine, .I being altogether 
a ſtranger to his Lordſhip ;, he was pleaſed fo well with the teſtimony of Sir 
Thomas Foſter, that he diſcharged me ſaying, I had ill neighbours, who had 
cauſed that trouble ; and I ſhould fare the berter far it whilſt I was in the Coun- 
try, if any dew occalions of trouble happened. 


ITmediately before that dreadful fire, that Papiſts brought upon London, in 
1655. One Mr. Lillycrop a Printer, and another, bothServants to Mr. L' Eftrange 
as his aſliitants in Surveying the Preſs, came to my Shop and Warehouſe near 
Temple Bar with their General Warrant to fieze unlicenſed Books, and took of 
Mr. Allens, Mr. Bunnyens, and others; - with a niimber of Printed Depoſitions a- 
gainlſt the Papiſts, ſhewing their attempts and aCts inthe ſeveral Fires, barely as 
unlicenſed ; through the prejudice, the Licencers were pleaſed to take againſt 


the Authors, conſtrained my Printing them without Licence, 'being Books nei- 


ther againſt Church nor Stare z Nevertheleſs, they took as many as two Porters 
could (tand under, and carried them to Mr. L' Eſtrange's Lodging, then at'the 


19: 


Kings Wardrobe; Some of which with much difficulty and charge was ob-— | 
tained again; the reſt it's ſuppoſed the Fire took, to my real dammage above. | 
Fifty Pounds. . : of 


Upon that ſevere Act againſt Conventicles, in 1671. I had One Hundred 
and Forty Pounds Warrants againſt me, for being taken at ſeveral times-'at 
Religious Proteſtant meetings, upon which [ loſt wy Shop and Trade above 
Six Months, being ſo eagerly purſued by one Juſtice Sabbs and his Informers, 
->s forced me by Night to remove my Goods from place to place nine ſeveral 
tires, tO prevent ſeizure which coſt me, and loft me above One Hundred and 
bitty - Pounds. | 


Here be it remembred that from the meeting place where he took me, and. 
others often, he alſo in an- illegal manner brought workmen, and Cart, and 
toar Cown, leized, and earryed away a Jarge Gallery, with all the ſeats and 

| formes 


L321 
' formes in the ſaid meeting, converting them to what -uſe he pleaſed for himſelf, 
or his favourites 3 coming often alſo tw enquire of the officers of the 
Pariſh, where I dwelt, why there was not a ſeizure made 3 threatniug them 
- with a penalty in the act, as perſons negligent, and whenit was replyed my door 
was (till kept lockt that they could not obtain entrance 3 and they had been 
with the Lord Chief Juſtice Keiling for advice, who told them unleſs 
they could lay felony, murder or treaſon to my charge, the Law would not 
bear them out to break open the doors while ſhut againſt them, upon the 
penalty of the Conventicle At, upon which, the faid Juſtice Sabbs replyed, can 
| you not get ſome unhappy boys\to go in at his Wirdows and open the f 
door, and then you may make ſeizure of bis Goods ; thus the conſervator of ; 
the Peace prompts the Civil officers to break the Peace contrary to his Oath, | 
to oppreſs for filthy Lucre fake. 


Some time after, two perſons came to me, to procure the Printing of a cer- 
tain Book, entituled, That neither Temporalities,nor Tyrhes, is due tothe Bi- 
thops, Prelates nor Clergy, by any Goſpel rule, and that Kings Princes and 
Lords Temporal may juſtly take the Temporalities and Tythes from them, and 
diſpoſe of them for the defence and benefit of the Kingdom, and the relief of 
the poor, proved by the Laws and Practices of Twenty Kings of Fneland, 
Judah, and France, and alſo by One Hundred and Twenty Authors beſides, de- 
dicated to the Kings moſt Excellent Majeſty: One of them affirming he had 
great encouragements not fit here tomention; upon which I readily complyed, 
but before it was finiſhed, I was diſcovered, taken into Cultydy, by Mr. 
L' Eftrange with a general Warrant and carrigd to Lambeth houſe, to appear be 
fore the then Biſhop, but without hearing was diſmiſt, and remanded ro i#ite- \f 
hall, bur never came to a hearing, yer harrafſed to and fro, and kept undif- 
charged for Twenty weeks, ſometimes: in Cuſtody, and ſometimes at Liber- 
ty, to my real charge and dammage at leaſt Sixty Pound, 


About a Book, called The Appeal from the Cabalat Whitehall, to the Par- 
liament at Weſtminſter; and the Book called The ſerious Queries againſt the 
Conventicle Act, proving it to be againſt the: Laws of God, of Nature, and 
of Magna Charta ; for which 1 was committed into the Cuſtody of Five of the 
Kings Meſſengers by the Council Board, to above ' Fitry Pounds charge and 
dammage. | | | 


In December, 1673. One Mr. "Ralph Carter, and Mr. Wickbarr, Meſſengers, 
came to my ſhop near the Royal Exchange, with a Warrant to fetch me to | 
Whitehall, where immediately rhey promiſed me either diſcharge or diſmiſlion 
upon; Bail, to attend ſome urgent occaſions then lay on me. Butinſtead of 
bringing me to any hearing, .conveyed me to a Meſſengers houſe, where I was 
detafned three Nights and three Days; upon which perceiving their defign to | 
put me to charges,l contented my ſelf without either Bed, Fire or Food,cxcepting ; 
a couple of Rowls privately obtained, and one Pound of Raiſons of the Sun, j 
reſolving that way to tire themour, either to accept my ſecurity for forth coming | 
when Authority pleaſed, or immediately be brought: to hearing 3 at length [ 
was conſtrained to threaten them, thar if 'they kept me Jonger, I ſhould call 
out at Windows, and raiſe the- ſtreets upon them, for. ſuch illegal confine- 
ment ; which at length after conſiderable conteſt for fees, Iaddrefied my felf | 
to Authority in this following Petition. 
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To the Right Honourable the Earl of ARLINGTON, 
Principal Secretary of State : 


The CASE and COMPLAINT of Francis Smith. 


Humbly Sheweth, | 


"TI" on Tueſday the ſecond of this inſtant December, by vertue of a General War- 
rant from your Honour, 1 was apprehended by Mr. Ralph Carter Meſſenger, and 
from that time detained as a cloſe Priſoner till Friday following in a Meſſengers Houſe, 
denying me (notwithſtanding my urgent and preſſing occaſions) to appear T fore your 
Lordjhip in order tro my Examination, which was to my damage ferty pounds and up- 
wards. | | 
That My. Carter denied me 4 Copy of the Warrant, or liberty with @ Keepey to appear 
at my Shop to ſeal rw Bonds, and deliver ſeveral Goods for Barbadoes, to the probable 
hazard of ruming my Traae as well as Credit ; althouzh my neceſſity was at that time ſo 
urgent, that I offered Mr. Carter 1000 |. Bail for my appearance before your Honour © 
_ be wes it, and confidently afjirmed it was yuur Honours particular Order 1 ſhould 
e fo detain?d. | 
es after your Honours favour was obtained for my appearance at Whitehall on Fri- 
day, and His Majeſties gracious Favour to diſcharge me upon Bail, (notwithſtanding 
Mr. Carter?s great incivilities to me) I gave him 208. for hu Fee, who nevertheleſs on 
Monday the ezghth of December inſtant, came after me mts the City, where he demand- 
ed ſeven -Nobles more, the which he ſaid he would have ; and there in a very inſolent man- 
ner (with many menacings, too tedious here to infert ) affirm*d T was his Priſoner ſtill, ai;d 
"that he would force me down to Whitehall :z a Coach, if I would not give him his afore- 


ſaid Demauds ; ſaying, Let me ſee who dares take you out of my hands : Ard the : 


better to obtain the ſame, ( as 1 imagine ) aid falſly and maliciouſly pretend that I had ſþo- 
ken dangerous words againſt the King and Governmeit ; ſuppoſing thereby ro zffright me 
that I might comply with ſuch his illegal Demands. | 

That up:n theſe proceedings 1 repaired to Counſel Learned, who adviſed, That T might 
bind Ay. Carter to his G 6d Behaviour and Indift him ; but your Honours Complainart 
was not inclined to any ſuch Proceedings, till I had ſpread my Complaint before your Ho- 
nour : In order to which, I repaired ro Whitehall on Tueſday following, and was there 
aſſaultcd, and attempted to be ſeized by Myr. Carter in the open Court a#ain and again * 
but 1 ref uſing to go with, or ſubmit to him, was purſued by him from thence. :lmoſt to the 
Pall Mail, and there again was viclently aſſaulted, forced, and dragged to a Priſon> 
Houſe, tearing my Coat and Cloak, which cauſed a great Tumule ; whereupon the People 
demanded of Mr. Carter, By what Authority he uſed me with that violence and cruclty ? 
Thereupon Mr. Carter produced your Honours Warrant, which His Hof had moſt 
graciouſly diſcharged me from the Friday before ; and after all this, I was by him forced 


27am to Whitehall, to appear before your Honour ; bur My. Carter afterward pretends. 


eng that your Lordſhip was not at Whitehall, he conſtraind me from thence to an Al:- 
houſe, and there detain®d me at leafF two Hours ; the ſaid Mr. Carter ffill threatnirg 
wry continuance as his Priſoner, on the pretences before alledged : So that 1 was conſtrain- 
ed to call for the Maſter of the Houſe, and deſire him to ſend for the Lord Chief Juſtsces 
Warrant, to bring us both before 11s Lordſhip ; upon this, Mr. Carter [et me at liberty. 


The Premiſes conſidered, Your Complainant humbly 
beſeecheth Your Honour, That Mr. Carrer may make 
Reaſonable Reparation, or be left to a due Courſe at 

_ Law. Wis 


And Jour Petitioner ſhall ever pray, «5c, 
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In J-ru4ry following I had the ſecond Impreſſion Printing of 2 Book intitnled, 4 
Treatzſeaf Eappiſtrywherein that of Bel:evers & that of Infants, 6xammed by the Scr:- 
pture ; written by Henry Danvers Eſq;, to which was both the Authors and my own 
Name and Sign. This Book having paſted the firft bnpreflion under ſome counte- 
nence of Dr. Parker, and the Licenſed Catalogue of Books publiſhed every Term ; 
revertheleſs one Myr. earn, Mr. Vere, two Meſſengers, Beadle and Porter to the 
Company of Stationers, enter*d my Houſe without a Civil Officer, and ſearched 
every Room as well as my Warehouſe, for the {aid Book ; Mr. Aearr having but 
newly before, in his unchaxitable diligence, ſeized near two thouſand ſteers of the 
{aid Book, pretending great zeal for the ſervice of the Church of Englind : Rut 
thc Reader may judge by what follows the contrary too too manifeſt. : for in hi;af- 
liiting the Surveying of the Preſſes about four months before, and finding the ſame 
Book printing, he paſſed it with a Joke. | | ; 

About Febrnary 10. he the ſaid Mr. Hearn being then Warden, did with Warden 
I h;te and the Beadle, come to the Houſe of one Mr. Redman, a Bookbinder, and 


 ferzed five hundred of the ſaid Books, and carried them away ; although the ſaid 


Mr. Redman would have given Security for their forth-coming until I was made ac- 
quainted, and Authority ſhould give a legal Determination ; but Mr. earn Taid 
he would have them into his own cuſtody, and damask or ſpoil them immediately : 
Upon hearing of which, I applied my ſelf to the Lord Arlngron, then Principal Se- 
cretary of State, and to the late Biſhop of Londen, ſetting forth the uſage I had met 
with, and requeſting their Lordfhips favour, That neither I nor my Books might be 
condemned uptil a fair hearing, which was moſt readily granted. But before I could 
obtain a re-delivery of the {aid Books, in April following I had ſuſhcient intima- 
tion that this Book (ſeized in ee" zeal to the ſervice of the Chnrch) was Re- 
printing for ſome of the ſame Perſons that had ſeized mine 3 upon which I repaired 
to one Mr. Downing s Houle, a Printer in Bartholomew Cloſe, where ] found the ſheet 
D. then printing 3 2nd in a ſhort time after I learnt where a parcel of this ſtolen im- 
preſſion-was binding : I then applied my ſelf to Mr. Mearn, he betng Warden of the 
Company, appealing to him of the injuſtice of this uſage, viz. That he ſhould be a 
chief Actor againſt me, for printing a Book (according to my belief the mind of the 
holy Scriptures for baptizing Believers.) And that now I both deſired and expected 
hc would ſeiz and ſuppreſs this, being done by his Favourites, i not with his con- 
nivance. He replied, He muſt firſt ſcnd for the Barber and be trimm'd, and that it 
was not a ſeaſonable hour ; although it was eight of the clock in the morning in the 
month of A{ay. Thus finding my Endeavours fruitteſs with him, and -my own 
Books ſtill under reſtraint, my Market loſt, and at leaſt forty or fifty pounds expen- 
ded with continual abſence from my Shop and Trade, in attendance and application 
to ſeveral Perſons of Honour : from Janwary till ay, Iwas, as many know, con- 
ſtantly haraſſed to and fro. being a part of that time at Wna/or, where the Court 
then was : On the fifth of which month, one Mr. Randal Taylor and Mr. Thomas 
Sawbridge, that had both been very inſtrumental in the ſeizing and ſuppreſſing of 
my Books, expoſes to publick ſale from Shop to Shop, that ſtolen Impreſſion of the 
{aid Books, ſubſcribing it in parcels to many Bookſellers, with the Authors Name, 
and my Name and Sign to it ; which ſtupendious way of Proceedings, and adding 
oppreſſion to the oppreſſed, was deſigned, if poſlible, to have ruined me and my 
Family. 

Us this unjuſt and monſtrous dealing, I applied my ſelf with one of their 
Books, and one of mine, to ſeveral Perfons of Quality, and among the reſt, to 
the Right Honourable the Earl of Shaftsbury, then Lord High Chancellor of Eng- 
{ard, who was pleaſed highly to reſent ſuch hard meaſure ; contributing his favour 
until it came to His Majeſties Ear,who was graciouſly pleaſed to grant his Order for 
Reſtitution of my Books. And I wiſh Mr. earn would remember, in order to his 
timely Repentance and making me Reſtitntion, how highly 11] ſeveral Noble Lords 
reſented his Procedures, when i complain'd 1g his hearmg of his Injurious Practices 
ata Committee of Lords, where he appeared (The Man'of Confidence ) receiving 
fach Juſt Reflettions from the Lords,the Secretaries, the Atorney and Solicitor Ge- 


nexals, as might have precantign'd a Map of Modeſty, though of no Religion, ne- 
£1 ver 
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yer to _ appeared any more in fach unjuſt aad malicioug Actions, as the ſequel 
will diſcover. | | 

Some little time after the preſent Lord of London was inveſted, Mr. Mearn (as ] 
have good ground to believe) did mis-inform his Lordſhip touching me and my 
Warehovſe, (wanting till then an opportunity to improve the ſore diſguſt he haq 
taken at His Majeſties gracious favour in reſtoring me thoſe Books Mr. earn had 
before ſeized, and declared if it caſt him an hundred pounds out of his own Purſe, 
I ſhould never have them again ; not being capable to do me that injury in the late 
Biſhops time, who told hum what he did againſt me, was matter of malice appa- 
rently, for that ſuch aud ſuch Books, which the Biſhop then named, were by his con- 
nivance vended, and every way as unfit to he publifhed as mine) thereby obtaining 
a Council-Warrant, ſuggeſting I had a private Warehouſe wherein might be great 
numbers of the Book called The G owth of Popery, and Advice ro Grand Furies in or- 
acr to the El:(tion of a New Parliax' jt, diſcovering the many Grievances the Nation 
groaned under by the miſ-proce-dings of the late long Parliament : (Now my 
Warehouſe, ſo ſuggeſted for privgte and dangerous, was 1n the open Street at the 
Globe Tavern near the Roval Ex@bange) Nevertheleſs on a Saturday in July, 1678. 
while I was ſixteen miles off, cam&Me. earn, with the then Deputy-Marſhal of 
the Kings Bench, and ſeveral othersF to ſcarch my Warehouſe, (which but the week 
before, the ſame Marſhal, with Mr..L*E#trange and others, had ſearched, and found 
nothing criminal) and demanded of my Son the Key, or they would break open the 
Door ;' but having ready entrance, jound onely the Books which His Majeſty had 
gracioully reſtored two or three ye ;s before, with ſeveral other innocent Books, 
not ane among them, I dareappea to his awn Conſcience, xeflectin err 
or State, more then harely that of Baptiſm, reſpecting the time of adminiſtring : 
Nevertheleſs, he ſenr for a Cart arffþfive Posters, imploying them to load the Cart 
with above two hundred pounds wafth of ffveral ſorts of my Books, and carried 


them to Stationers Hall ; obtaining fram the preſent Lord of Londen, by falſe ſug- ' 


geſtions, an Order for Damasking or defgcing them all : and ſo induſtrious was he, 
and Mr. Randal Taylor the Beadle, (oneof thoſe that had ſome time before printed 
and publiſhed the ſtolen Impreſſion) that in two days from the ſeizure above fifty 
pounds worth was made good for nothing but to paſte upon T runks or Hat-Caſes. 

Their ſeizure was made on a S4rarday tawards evening, and on Wedneſday follow- 
ing, by the mediation of a Perſon of Honour that hath known me for twenty years, 
L made my Application to the prefent Lord of London, that a ſtop might be put to 
tlie total ſpoil; till I had a fair hear? 1g 3 and by bis Lordſhips favour, with the meſ- 
{ige he ſent to the then Maſter and | Vardens, they ſpared no pains to pou a ſtop to 
further ſpoil, and were contributz 'y to all poſſible Reſtitution of what had Sh 
{eized, ſpoiled and unſpoiled. + 

| Nevertheleſs by the firſt Seizure," before I could recover them again, which was 
about ſix months, attendance and charges caſt me above 50 /. betides the lofs of my 
Market, by their prodigious and wikked Act of printing an Impreſlion of the ſame 
Books, while mine were under reſtygnt, to my damage above 100 1. 

The re-fcizure of the ſame Books Three years after, and as many other ſorts as 
together loaded a Cart, at which five Poxters were employed by the ſaid Mr. earn 
and Competitors, with the ſpoil they made by Damasking, and Coſt to recover, 
damnified me abave 60 7: + 

In the whole, the firſt and lait charge and damage above 210. upon moderate 
computation ; beſides many weeks time loft from my Shop and Trade, to my pre- 


Judice in probability equal to the reſt.” 


In Auguſt 1679. there came forth a Pamphlet called Obſervations on Sir George 
Wakemans Tryal, the Author and Printer of which I knew pot ; hurt it betag com- 
monly fold, Lhad a proportion (by ſomehand or other ſent me:) In 0ttober follow- 
ing, ane Mr. Srevers, a Meſſenger ta the T reſs, brought a Wagrant from the Lord 
Chief Juſtice Scroges to bring me before /.'s Lordſhip, who was pleaſed to examine 

| meas to the Author z but I not being cap. le te anſwer his ExpeQation 1n that, re- 
© queſted (for weighty conſiderations) I mij. k not, be committed, for xt would much 
: yp | 
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atthat ſeaſon tend to my prejudice, and.I had ſufficient Citizens there preſent, who 
offered themſelves for my Bail. His Lordſhip made anſwer, / do nor except againſt 
Jokr Bail, they-ſeem to be honeſt resþonſible Gentlemen ; bur1 rell you; "Ton hal to Goal, 
wile fs you preſently tell me wha was the Author of | that ſeditrows Pamphlet. I replied, 2y 
21rd, 1 cannot tell who was the Author ; but believe my caſe bailable,' and beg your Lord- 
ſip to take Bail, No, ſaid his'Lordſhip, yow may take your Habeas Corpus ; 1*l raks 
#6 Bail; Mike by Mittimus : Which was:done accordingly, as followeth. 
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JF Have herewith ſent you the Bady of Francis.Smith, whom you are 
KL td keep nm ſafe Cuſtody tifl be ſhall be diſcharged by. due ' conrſe of 
Law ; Oath being made before me, That there was a great Parcel of that 
Scandalous Libel ſeen in his Houſe or Shop, called Obſervations on 
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Sir George Wakemans Tryal. 
| Wm Scrogegs. 
- Dated Odtob. 24. 1679. | 25 
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of the Kings Bench Priſon. 
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- -Upon this I had my Habeas Corpus, andin four days following was brought to the 

Kings Bench Bar, and fo was bailed 3. but an Information was pur into the Crown- 

Office, whence a Summons came for a Trial at a time when I was under an extream 

Sickneſs of a high Feaver and every-day-Ague, being brought ſo low; that I was not 

2ble to go croſs a Room without help, of which the Phyſitians certified ; and the 

Court was moved by Council to put off the Trial till-it might pleaſe God to work 

my Recovery ; but not prevailing, the Jury was Empainelled, and the Honourable 

Sir Thomas Jozes, who i2t as Judge, itſeemeth adviſed my Council that-they would 

refer my Caſe to the Court, and he would mediate with the Lord Chief Jultice for. 

Clemency ;, which to a tittle his Honour truly performed. i At the ſame time, as I 

am credibly informed, Sir George Jeffreys, who was Council againſt me, made the 

like Promiſe, and was waited on the day before my appearance at the Xzngs Bench 

Bar, with a Requeſt for his performance ; but inſtead of making good what he had 

promiſed before many hundreds, he incenſed the Court with ſuch aggravating Ex- 

preſſions, as procured a Fine ; which with the Crown-Office Chargeand Impriſon- 

ment, with the charge of Habeas Corpus, and Tryal art Guildhall, coſt me above 36 /. 

beſides a chargable Sickneſs ſeveral months, much more to my charge and da- 
mage. 1 RRP | , 

In December following, the aforeſaid Mr. Stevens and a Conſtable came to my Shop 

with a Warrant to ſearch for unlicenſed Books ; I defired to hear it read, and found 

ds it was a General Warrant ſigned by the Lord Chief Juſtice Scroggs, not expreſſing 

my Name nor Crime ; upon which I replied, I ſhould not obey it, for it was againſt 

A1.:51a Charta, and therefore adviſed the Meſſenger at his peril neither toſeize me 

nor my Books. About this time, ſeeing two or three ſober Perſons make a ſtand, I 

requeſted them to hear witneſs to what might happen ; then the Conſtable replied, 

Sir, Ay works onely to keep the Peace, I ſhall meddle with nothing. Well but Sir, {aid 

I, / conceive *tis your work as well to ſee the Peace'ss not broke, for neither my Name nor 

Books are mentioned in this Warrant, therefore *tu aoainft Law. The Meſlenger 21- 

ledged, Thar beſides his Warrant, he had particular Inſtructions to ſeiz ſuch and 

{uch things z and it would be worſe for me, if Iobeyed not :; To which I replied, 

Gods will be done, 1 will obey no General Warrant ; I have long and often known what it 

was to ſuffer, and now by Gods grace I would know for what I ſuffered. Upon this the 

Meſſenger was in a great heat, both threatning me, and perſwading me much to obey 

his General Warrant. I replied, Take heed what you do, and remember Empſon and 

Dudley, that though they atted by an Att of Parliament, much —_ then your Gene- 

ral Warrant, yet going againſt Magna Charta, they were both hanged for their pains. 

Upon this the Meſſenger and Conſtable departed. - 


. 


A 
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A few days after, the ſame Meſſenger -came' again' with a particlufar 
Warrant, and brought me before. His Majeftie in Council; and-aftec he 
bad made Oath, gave Evidence, and charged me with refuſing to obey 
his General Warrant, declaring, That:T often threaten'd him with a Parli- 
liament, and Magna Charte, on purpoſe to diſcourage him from doing his 
Duty, and that he had more trouble with me than all the Bookſellers and 
Printers inTown belides; And it. was in vain for him to execute his Office, 
unleſs ſome courſe was taken with'me 3 Further. adding, That I had Prin- 
ted Queen Elizabeth's Aſſociation, (which he then produced) and two 
Seditious Petitions for the Sitting of the Parliament, for which he then 
produc'd a Witneſs; Further complaining, That I went up and down getting 
Hands to Petitions for Sitting of the Parliament, and That ſtill as he came 
to ſearch my Shop for Seditious Books, 1 bid him have a care; what he did, 
and bid him tell the 10 Letters of A Parliament wpox his 10 Fingers, and 
that, ſooner or later, we zuſt have a Parliament, and then I muſt anſwer jor 
what T did, on purpoſe to diſcourage me from doing my Duty; with many 
Aggravations too tedious hereto relate, Upon the whole his general 
Warrant was read, but nothing was ſaid toit, Then my Lord ( hancelor © 
asked me IVhere T hadthe Aſſociation's I replied, As I was 4 Bookſel'er, 
That, ns other Books, 'came to my hands ; Anil beſides, it had been formerly 
Printed in Queen Elizabeth's days, and 1 hop'd there was no burt in Ke-prin. 
ting it ; His Lordfhip replied, Hut tbe:QuerieqLire ## was #ot then; and [ 
muſt find the Author, or be. deemed ' Author my ſelf. Then Eis Majeifty was 
pleaſed roask me, If I had Printed Petitions for the Parliament to Sit, and 
promoted Hands to them z To which] replied, Jes, and pleaſe Jour Majeſty, 
with all my heart, and thought I could not do Tour Majeity and my Country 
better Service, than to endeaugur.a Parliampnt:! dt, the time Tour Majeſty 
appointed, -in January xex#. + After ſome further paſſages to-this purpoſe, 
we were bid to withdraw; And after,a ſhors ſlay,a Warrant was ordered 

for a Meſſenger to carry me to Newgate, where'T remain'd in. Cuſtody, till 

delivered by Habeas Corpas,upon Bails 'which.Impriſonment hath:already 
colt me above oo oa erg; $I0þ 08 Od; 
| In Jaznary laſt, my Son was conimitted to the Kizgs- 
Bench-Priſox, upon ſuggeſtion of ſelling a Pamphlet called”. pes 
A New-years-giftz and fince an Information againſt him ing 77 2% 0%. 
the Crown-Office, which hath coſt me near. - - 5 Þ_ 

So that from the year 59. to the year-79: I have never had reſt from 
Annual Troubles 3 A ſhort Breviate whereof here enſues. , 

In'1659. the time that my Windows were broken, and } '— _ 
Lodgers drove away two. years together the, Charge and p60 /. os. 0 4. 
Damage was made 4 appear to Geheral Monk then, above 


in the year 1660. three times. a Priſoner Mm the King's 


Meſſengers hands; Charge and Damages above 8* G50 L. os. od. 


: Upon Verrer's InſarreRion, my Charge and Damage a- 
mounted to above —_— mmm re 


Upon my Gate-bouſe-Impriſonment 26. weeks, with loſ NON 
ofShop and Trade two years 3 Charge _ Damage —— 300. yoo 
4po 


$40 L. os. Od. 
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_ Upon my reſtraint in Meffengers hands, and Sickneſs got * 
thereby through continuee:harraflings in the extreme heat 
of Summer, between Hhie-Hall, Fulham, Lambeth, and | 
Meſſengers Houſes, which brought me toSicknefſs,rill diſtra- f 12© L 05. 0d. 
ted, to that degree, to be held by Strength in. my Bed 
for many days, to my real Charge and Damage above — 

Upon 9 other reſtraints fince 1n the King's Meſſengers Cu- 
ſiody,with Charge of Warrants, Bails, Orders and Diſchar-p 150 L os. d. 
gs, colt me > tem — —— 

Upon a ſeizure of my Books with a general Warrant by -, 
Mr. L'$traxge's Order, in 1666. barely as Unlicenſed ; a - 
number. of '\which ſhewed how aCtive the Papiſts' were in.504 Os. 0 5. 
the ſeveral Fires that happen'd in and about Loxdor, Foſt\ 
above -—— _ _ &) 

Upon' the ſevere Ac againſt Conventicles, I loſt my? - .. | 
Shop and Trade many. Months, to my real Charge and Debr gol 0s. o &. 
212ge above —_— —— TIgen 

ti pon+20 Weeks reſtraint under Mr. Sumner, Mellenger, ; 
by Mr. LStrenge's order, about Publiſhing the Book af: ” | 
ſerting Temporalities and Tythes orginally given.and due | 6ob. os. 0. 
to Princes for defence of the Kingdom, and relief of the © | 
Poor; I had real Charge and Damage above —————- e) | 

For the Book called The Appeal from the Cabal at White- 

50.l. O5.0d 


Hall, and ſerious Queries ag4i»ſt the Conventicle AG, I was 
committed into-the Cuſtody, of five of the King's Meſ- 
ſengers, ro'my Charges above —_— ——— 


iu 


Charge and Danepnified by being taken up upon a Yar 
rant in the hands of Mr. Ralph Carter, Meſſenger, and ano” 
ther Meflenger, at a time when I had'Goods to deliver, 
and two Bondsto Seal for Barbadoes, above ———— 

About: June, 1676. as matiy Books part ſeized, the whol<e$0 ! os. od. 
made Imperfe&, to the value of — -_ , 

Mr. earn and ſome other Competitors improvingG exe 
ral Warrants upon their private Peaks,to the height of Ar-p 
bitrary Proceedings, ſeized 500 Books, ahd Printed an tlm- 
preſtion of the fame; to the Spoil of my Market; toge her #® los. od. 
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with a ſecond ſeizure two or three years after, with Char- 

ges of twice recovery, and the number of what was Da- 

raged, and Loft, colt me, and dampnified me above — 
-In OFober 1679. Judge Iecroggs commirted me to the 

Kings Beneh, which with Habeas Corpus;Charges, and Trya | 


Bench, with a ſore Fit of Sickneſs occaſioned thereby, Coſt 


at Guild- Hal, Crown-Office, Charge and Fine at the Kingsf 581. © 5. o. d. 


and Damaged me above —— =. ' 
In December 1679. my Impriſonment in Newgate and } 
Habeas Corpns charge for Printing and Promoting = @5. Od. 


for the Parliaments Sitting, and publiſhing The Affociation 
of the Proteſtants in ove E. days, coſt me in Charge about 
; In 7aznary 1679. My Son was alſb committed to the 
King's- Bench-Prifon, upon ſuggeſtion of ſelling 'a Pam-\121. ©s. 04. 
phlee, called the New-years-gift for he Lord Chief Jutice ; 
< barges of the Priſon, and Habeas Corpus, coſt near— i, 


The 
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The Total of theſe my publick Loſles, and apparent: Datiiges, *upon a 
Moderate Computation, ammounting to near Fourteen Himdared Ponnds, 
In the whole ſerious of which theſe twenty years, while by one Impriſon- 
ment 26 weeks together z kept ſo cloſe Confin'd, as never ( even in the- 
preſence of a Keeper,)allowed to ſee, or once appear at my own dwelling z 
Through which ſevere uſage I loft my Shop and Trade for two years 
together; In Compenſation or Support towasds this, or any other Lofles, 
I can truly fay to this day, I never had DireQly or IndireQty, to the value 
of Twenty Pounds Repartion, from any Perſon or Perſons whatſoever. 


Though it hath been often ſuggeited, both by Perſons in Authority and 0- 
thers, that Competitors have born me ont; upon which, occaſion hath been takers 
to Minijter greater Aggravation to my Bonds: 


And as aclole of this my AﬀiQed Relation, beit remembred, that many 
of thele my Suffterings both on my Perſon and Subſtance, were by general 
Warrants exerciſed on'me; and without compaſſion, (by thoſe Jmploy'din 
Surveying, Printing, and Vending Books,) upon many others; of which 
a doleful Catalogue might be given, of ſeveral Perſons by ('ih the Ges 
neral) mear Arbitrary wayes, and particular or private Pieques, that have 
(from a flouriſhing condition,) been reduced to ſuch poverty, as to Dye mn 

: Gaols; others not able to leave at their death ſo much as ro buy a Poor 3 5: 
Coffin, to.carry them to the Grevez. Witneſs the truth of theſe Caſes, in 

one Nr. Brewſter, who.dyed low ſome years ago in dir and his 
Family reduced 40 ſuch: want, that his Wife lately lived upon Charity, and 
dyed under great Extremity. One Mr. Catvert dyed: little lefs then itt 
Prifon » and his Family:bþrought to total Beggery, that once liyed: Plen- 
tifullyz Alſo one Mr,.Dover a Printer dycd.in Newgate, almoſtto the ruine 
of his Family, Mr Lidwell Chapman: mthe like manner, by continued: Im- 
Priſonments, he and his Famliy ruined; others Fined-above thtit ability, as 
late Inſtance ſhews ; Others by like Impriſonmemts, - alſo were ruined, by 
Perſons [nveſted with Power of Surveying the Stationary Ttade, abuſing 
the ſame at.pleaſurez andeven. Wink, when, and where they pleaſe, as fas 
vour or Picque Governs them 4 ' Seize as unlicenced , becauſe other 
{hall not ſell thew, and cl] them themſelves. -- | VT POO ka 

Even, buy what they Seize (ro the ruin:of ipethaps Families; for waſte 
Paper ono of another, as Partners Wi Iniquity; and/fel} the (Athe for Verid- 
able Commodity . yeaſome Perſons goods Seiſed;" becaufe my thall'ngt. 
vend them; and others connived at to vend the fame! Tmy felt was kept 

a long time in 'the Meſſengers Hands, at hotrid Charges, 'a' Noble every - 
day for Fees, a Mark a day Seſure, a Mark laſt day releaſe ; ſometimes 52 5: F 
6d: Order, before releaſed, with Diet and Lodging at proportion ; and g 
another of the ſame Trade, Print and Vend(with connivnce)the ſame Book. 
I had, as many yet know, 500 Books ofa great value Seiſed at the Bin- 
ders, forſooth the pretence not Licenced, and mine being taken fromme, 
and near fifty Pounds ſpent after the in 6rderto recovery ; ſome of the 
ſame Perſons that made a great noiſe in the ears of Authority ; Saying they 
are againſt the Charch, againit the Church, (at this time with ſuch uſage for _ 
ought they knew, I had not Money to buy Bread for my many Chil _ . 
Yet 
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- Yet the ſathe Perſons could Print, and Sell, and Conmive at Printing \and 
Selling the ſame Book, Line for Line; yea, and a Conſcience fo tenfler or 
ſealed to put my Nate and Sign to the ſame Book, and ſel] them City and 
Countrey over; as if their Selling could alter, or take away all the Venom 
pretended tobe in them, : Et. 

| It was become a frequent Cuſtom to Seile from ſome, and connive 

thers, to Print and vend' the ſame. . . Sr 
eh d notoriousit is thatone Mr. B— a Printer was fworn again through 
a\Brick Walt, as my Information ſaith, ) and utterly ruined trom. all viſible 
| Probability of everrecovering 3- his Materials ſo broken and dampnified ; 

as dilabled him from bis common cuſtomary ability 'of getting Bread for 

bis. Family 5. And what was his Crime ? ( a very great one,. as moſt others 
before him here Iricerted ) he Printed, or. was Printing'a Speech made in 
common Council, by a Member thereof, for a Petition to His Majeſty to 
Diſſolve that (by ſome Wotthy Patriots of their own accounted ; and. felt 
onz great Grieyance of the Nation,the )late long Parliament. And the Au- 
. thor of the ſaid Speech, was many weeks kept in the Gate-hoyfe for his in- 
tended good Service. Were all the Ruins and Spoyls that have been made, 
upon Hookeellers, Printers, and Merchants in Books, and Haberdaſhers, 
Printed  here,- it would-contain a Volume; Till therefore a further op- 
portunity.calls for it 3 Ifhall omit much more that might be here Iricerted; 
Humbly Praying GodAlmighty to continue this Honourable Seffions of Par- 
liament, from whom its not doubted,Cwhenfrom more weighty'Afﬀairs they 
can condeſcend into the inſpe&tion of ſuch Grievances,) but they will bott 
Puniſh offenders, and make ſuch proviſion; as Learned'Men of great worth, 
may not Subject their Labour to the pleaſure ofian' {mprimatyr,or cenſur 
of Striplings to them ; nor yet Bokſellers and Printers wait the Jaſtice ang 
Favovrable diſpatch of a Licenſe, till: therr Markets de' over,' as is notori- 
ouſly known, -and felt by too many Witneſſes 
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Having thus given a ſhort and true account of the ſadneſt of my Suffer- 
ings and Damages, and alſo ofthe molt that I have Received It reparation, 
I hope I ſhall neither be looked upon as an Unquiet 'arid' Troubleſom 
Man, deſepving thoſe Aftlicions I have undergone; noras onetharby Men 
_ of like unquiet Spirits have at leaſt my Charges _— But that I may 
#>and in the Eyes of Honeſt and Unprejudiced Perſons; as a Man who de- 
© * "fixes to preſerve my ſelf and Family by my Trade,'as'well'as Þ' may; ( yet 

have met. with hard Dealings, great Suſlerings and .Loſles, arid theſe for 
the moſt part Illegally: and Unjuſtly brought upon-.me,' by the'Malice of ill 
Men, which if I may obtain,) I have the defired end of this Narrative, and 
Subſcribe my ſelf a ſervant to all true Erg/ifhmen, while, ' | 


\ Francis Smith. 


4 FY 4 I i - 
: b o i ko» w » E _ 
F I | | p 4 F: | 
w # F T : Cf . þ "— 
*\% s v : » 3 A\) \ TY 


'ON ! 


